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The Lower Hutt Memorial RSA meets on Friday from 4:30pm to 6:30pm upstairs in 
the Anzac Lounge at the Petone Workingmen’s Club at 47 Udy Street, Petone 
 
 

FUTURE PLANNING FOR THE LHMRSA: 

Hi members, I hope this instalment of the “President’s Soldiers Five” finds you all 
well. Welcome to the second in a series of articles from me, Lars Millar, president 
of the Lower Hutt Memorial RSA. During this series I’ll outline the way forward, 
as I see it, for us as an association. I have five key points I wish to address, and 
hopefully, get started during my first term. These are: 

1. Engagement 
2. Recruitment 
3. Financial Transparency/Independence/Sustainability 
4. Governance 
5. Communication 

 
There will be one instalment for each subject in our monthly Connections 
newsletter. This, the second article, is on recruitment.   

Recruitment 

Before I get to this month’s instalment, I’d like to pass on my thanks for a very 
well executed Armistice Day Parade and associated ceremony.  It was one of the 
best attended and executed Armistice Day’s I can recall – a special presidential 
MiD to Keith Garwood and Martyn Robey for their efforts. 

Last month I spoke of the importance of engagement in ensuring our little Lower 
Hutt Memorial Returned and Services Association continues to carry the torch 
for our returned and service people, and their families. This month I’ll touch on 
Recruitment, and specifically what we as an association will do to recruit more 
of our young people. 

The hardest part of recruiting in this day and age is making yourself relevant to 
your recruiting pool. With so many demands on our young service people 
coming through today it is becoming more difficult to justify membership to 
your significant other. Along with the fact that today’s returned and service 
people are likely to be women, and have children, and people who have been 
career service people who have deployed to multiple operational theaters.  

There is a perception among the current and some past service people that RSAs 
are full of grumpy old men, sitting around in smoked filled establishments while 
the womenfolk are out the back knitting and doing what they used to do 40 plus 
years ago. So how to combat that? Simply by opening our doors to show people 
what we actually do. The comradeship that comes with service is unique and 
needs to be nurtured.  

With this in mind, I am starting a Sunday afternoon get together to occur over 
the summer months in the garden bar of the PWMC/LHMRSA premises on Udy 
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Street. This will allow more of our younger service people to attend in a low-key 
environment, that still functions as an “RSA”. Obviously, this will occur when our 
summer appears, here’s hoping summer arrives before autumn does.  

In addition, there will be a “travelling roadshow” to Trentham, and Wellington. 
There will also be a push for our cadets to join under our youth membership 
banner. There will also be some more guest speakers to entertain us in the Anzac 
Lounge. 

There will be some investment in our youth and our soon-to-release, or recently 
released service people to help them gain some extra skills. The details of this 
will be fleshed out once they have been ironed out. 

A simple fact like having a “youthful(ish)’ president already has people talking so 
that is an unintended consequence of running for president. I have a large 
burden of ensuring that the LHMRSA grows and lives on into the future – I’d like 
to thank you, the members for placing such faith in me.  

 

LOWER HUTT ARMISTICE DAY COMMEMORATIONS 2018: 

This article was  kindly supplied by Keith Garwood who has contributed all of the recent 
WWI articles for ‘Connections.’  

Sunday the 11th of November 2018 dawned fine and clear and continued that way, which 
is very fortunate, because there was no wet-weather plan for our 100th Armistice Day 
Commemoration. 

The view of your Executive Committee was that because this was the 100th anniversary 
of the signing of the Armistice we should do something special and on a grander scale 
than what has been done previously for Armistice Day.  This was the intent and the plan 
that was put into place in partnership with the Hutt City Council. 

We decided that our 188 Petone and Lower Hutt fallen should parade together to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the cessation of hostilities in 1918 and this was 
achieved symbolically by placing 188 named crosses on the ANZAC Lawn.  They were 
arranged as two companies of infantry in line with all the correct platoon and company 
appointments filled 
by officers and 
senior non-
commissioned 
officers from 
among the 188.  At 
the front of the 
parade was a cross 
bearing the name of 
Chaplain 
McMenamin who, 
prior to the war, 
was the parish 
priest at Petone.  
The crosses 
attracted interest 
on the day and in 



the two days before the Sunday commemoration with a number of tributes being laid 
next to crosses – presumably by descendants or other interested people with a sense of 
history and moment. 

A much longer than usual list of wreath layers represented many communities and 
organisations.  Lower Hutt Mayor Ray Wallace, Deputy Mayor David Bassett, and List 

Member of 
Parliament 
Ginny 
Anderson 
represented 
their 
constituents.  
Brigadier 
Evan 
Williams 
represented 
the New 
Zealand 
Defence 
Force and 
uniformed 
military 
officers 
represented 

the Government and people of the United Kingdom, Australia and the United States of 
America.  Also represented by the laying of wreaths were: the Lower Hutt Memorial 
Returned and Services Association (of course); the 7th Wellington Hawkes Bay Battalion 
Regimental Association; the Petone Workingmen’s Club; the Hutt Valley and Districts 
Justices of the Peace Association; Training Ship Tamatoa; Naenae, Sacred Heart and St 
Bernard’s Colleges, Hutt Valley High School and Chilton St James and Wa Ora Montessori 
Schools.  

The wreath 
layer 
nominated 
by the 
Australian 
High 
Commission 
was a RAAF 
Squadron 
Leader who 
was 
attending a 
course at the 
New Zealand 
Defence 
Force’s 
Command 
and Staff 
College 

which is located at Trentham.  He brought with him a number of his fellow international 



students and their presence, apart from being very welcome, provided another point of 
difference to the commemorations. 

In another departure Sacred Heart College was invited to provide a senior pupil to recite 
Lieutenant 
Colonel John 
McRae’s poem ’In 
Flanders Fields’.  
Their chosen 
representative, 
Jasmine Robinson, 
gave a clear and 
expressive 
rendition of the 
traditional 
Armistice Day 
poem. 

The secondary 
school wreath 
layers all 
performed their 
duties admirably 
and clearly appreciated the significance of the tributes they made.  The feedback we 
received from the schools after the event was all very positive, including comments that 
they would wish to be involved again in this way. 

The 
commemoration 
was well-
supported by 
officers and cadets 
from Training 
Ship Tamatoa, The 
City of Lower Hutt 
Cadet Unit and 
No.2 (Hutt City 
Squadron) of the 
Air Training 
Corps.  Duties 
undertaken by 
those units on the 
day included 
Parade 
Commander, 
Cenotaph Guard 
Commander, Cenotaph Guard, Flag Orderly and rank and file members of the parade. 

 



After the commemorations at the Lower Hutt Cenotaph invited guests were hosted for 
light refreshments and 
drinks in the ANZAC 
Lounge of the Petone 
Workingmen’s Club.  This 
was a successful and 
convivial end to the day 
for the 70 or more guests 
who took up the 
invitation. 

 

All Photography by 
Norm Williams, LHMRSA 

 

 

ASSISTANCE FOR ALL VETERANS FROM VANZ: 

Veterans did you know that you could get the following assistance to help you in 
your daily life, and also a possible payment to help you enjoy your leisure times, 
and help you stay in your own home? 
 
Assistance with, and at no cost to you: 

 Lawns and gardens 
 House cleaning 
 Gutters cleaned 
 Windows and house washing (external only).  
 Help may be available for internal windows 
 Home modifications to assist entry and exit (ramps) 
 Furniture modifications 
 Attendant care (short term basis only)  
 Adaptive clothing and footwear 
 Personal alarms (in case of falls, etc) 
 Assistance with applications for funding of mobility scooters 
 Travel allowances (certain conditions apply) 
 Medical costs 
 Hearing loss 

 
The above is available to all who served prior to 1 April, 1974 and includes all 
operational deployments and routine service deployments. 
This also covers those who served after 1 April 1974 and served in many 
theatres, or had routine service since Vietnam. 
 
For further information or clarification, you may contact your Veterans’ Affairs 
Case Manager directly on 0800 483 8372, or e-mail veterans@nzdf.mil.nz 
Alternatively, you may make an appointment through PWMC/LHMRSA 
Reception on 568-8588 for one of our Support Team to discuss your 
circumstances and complete a short “Needs Assessment” form. 
Support Team: Dennis Cheetham, Peter Gooch, and David Weston 
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NEED SOME HELP? CONTACT OUR SUPPORT SERVICES: 

The Lower Hutt Memorial RSA offers support services for all Returned and 
Service members (or their widow / widower, spouse, children, or dependant) 
and they can apply for a grant for assistance with: 

 Doctors’ Visits and Prescriptions 
 Dental 
 Optical 
 Hearing Aids 
 Specialist Visits 
 Funeral Expenses 
 As well as home and hospital visits there are a number of Home Help 

services available too 
 

If you need support, financial or otherwise, from the Support Team for any 
contingencies that Government agencies cannot assist you with, please 
phone 568-8588 and leave your contact details with the office 
 
 

GREAT SEA STORY: 
 
 The passenger steamer SS Warrimoo was quietly knifing its 
 way through the waters of the mid-Pacific on its way from 
Vancouver to Australia. The navigator had just finished 
 working out a star fix and brought Captain John DS. 
 Phillips, the result. The Warrimoo's position was LAT 0º 
 31' N and LONG 179 30' W. The date was 31 December 1899. 
 "Know what this means?" First Mate Payton broke in, "We're 
 only a few miles from the intersection of the Equator and 
 the International Date Line". Captain Phillips was 
 prankish enough to take full advantage of the opportunity 
 for achieving the navigational freak of a lifetime. He 
 called his navigators to the bridge to check & double 
 check the ship's position. He changed course slightly so 
 as to bear directly on his mark. Then he adjusted the 
 engine speed. The calm weather & clear night worked in his 
 favor. At mid-night the SS Warrimoo lay on the Equator at 
 exactly the point where it crossed the International Date 
 Line! The consequences of this bizarre position were many: 
 
 The forward part (bow) of the ship was in the Southern 
 Hemisphere & in the middle of summer. 
 
 The rear (stern) was in the Northern Hemisphere & in the 
 middle of winter. 
 
 The date in the aft part of the ship was 31 December 1899. 
 
 In the bow (forward) part it was 1 January 1900. 
 
 This ship was therefore not only in: 
 
 Two different days, 
 



 Two different months, 
 
 Two different years, 
 
 Two different seasons 
 
 But in two different centuries - all at the same time.  

 

 

 
 
FRIDAY MEETINGS OVER THE CHRISTMAS BREAK: 
 

Friday, 14 December will be our last meeting in the Anzac Lounge for 
2018. 
Our next Friday meetings on 21 December through to 25 January will be 
in the Atrium, downstairs in the Petone Workingmen’s Club. 
The first Friday meeting in the NewYear in the Anzac Lounge will be on  
1 February, 2019 
 
Merry Christmas everyone, may all your dreams for 2019 come true!    
  

 


